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Review of Jamison 1.141.1-2
Madhvacarya as an avatara of Vayu

Prof. Veeranarayana N K Pandurangi
Professor of Vedanta and Indian Philosophy
Dean of Vedanta Faculty

Karnataka Samskrit University, Bengaluru

Madhvacarya’s date

Madhva was born in a small village called Pajaka, which
is very near to the famous Vaisnava pilgrimage city of Udupi.
His date is fixed at 1197 to 1278 CE. The date given by
other people like Govindacarya etc. i.e. 1238 to 1317 is not
acceptable. It is directly contradicted by date given by

Madhvacarya himself in his Mahabharata tatparya nirnaya

where he stated T*«@‘H%@ FRTaRR Td SEcT q Fol ‘{fw |
A AfEagE W e sRacme 1132.121 11 this
Kaliyugasaka 4300 comes to 1198 or 1199 or atleast
1200. It also suites the Narahari Inscriptions of Srikurmam
from 1266 to 1288.

The date of 1238 to 1317 does not suite all Kaifiyats
given by different Mathas where they have given the death
dates of their First pontiffs from 1284 to 1314. Hence date
of Madhvacarya can be arrived at 1197 to 1278 CE

conclusively.

By that time Jainism was in decline all over Karnataka,
due to either, Ramanuja’s influence on Hoysala kings or more
probably destructive Islamic campaigns. Though it is doubtful

whether Hoysala and Calukya dynasties which ruled Karnataka
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at the time of Madhva were still followed Jainism, some Jaina
feudatories ruled some small pockets in the district where
Madhva was born. But neither they were influential nor
dominating as claimed by Zydenbos (p. 267). Interestingly
this region, particularly, is still dominated, culturally and
religiously, by Brahmins (both madhvas and smartas) and their
temples, whereas the other parts of Karnataka are dominated
either by Lingayat or Vokkaliga castes.

In Madhva’s bibliography by Narayanapandita, a junior
contemporary of Madhva, not a single instance of interaction
with jainas is mentioned, and quite contrarily, King Jayasimha
of Kumble is said to have welcomed Madhva into his capital
and greatly facilitated in his efforts to recover books stolen by
some miscreants. Jayasimha was evidently a Hindu king who
ruled the whole of Tulu country stretching from present day

Kasargod to Udupi or probably more.

Madhva laid great emphasis on supreme lordship of
Visnu, and dealt a heavy blow to Advaita using each and
every opportunity to refute it in his works. His major works
have nothing to do with Jainism, even distantly, unlike the
Advaita philosophy which, theoretically, is much similar to
Sunyavada. Madhva was the first one to notice this which he
pointed out in his Tattvodyota and Anuvyakhyana. Hence
Madhvacarya was more concerned about the Buddhism and

Advaita. He refuted Jainism only twice in Anuvyakhyana.

Madhva’s lineage of dualist Acaryas has been described
to be heavily tortured by early Advaitins, as narrated by
Narayanapandita in Manimafjari, to follow Advaita tradition.

It seems they were quite successful in their mission.
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Madhvacarya as an avatara of Vayu
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gl 9Y; Tt omrE fedm weleEmg a9y |
T TR Qe WAl Sa AT

Rgveda 1.141.1-2.

Such Vedic mantras openly proclaim that Madhvacarya as

an amsa avatara of Vayu. We will discuss these mantras later

on.

This is corroborated by Ramayana of Valmika also.

T weY wese el 1 w9 |
T T A ggEnsfa 8 FRe BT 999 1
7.35.44-47

frddi gamforer a9 Samm: T A g9 |
g wfeAr Wed Med TR T WAREaT BamEfd ||
U gfeqq; TATEE bl g St 99 e |
T A SN Ffead nfeafast spEgen g
nferATaiET FREEmE S & aEd |
I G IEETIAl 1 T aEd ||

Rgveda 1.141.1-5
TIFRTCHTEA yATY: GEfemgdamas |
UIHREIGRRCIRERES L aR R BRI i ol
a@g{rwmw JoH: w5
FARIEAN S T4 AegRaeyad: ||
LiRE R RR R R ER AT I R 2o O
T Fiaq geRisia 1 RS Tl 9 1| 7.35.46
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This verse in Ramayana clearly indicates that Hanuman
will be born as a bhasyakara and comment on Sutras, He is

unparalleled in Sastras.

Hence Madhvacarya declared loud enough, very much
himself, and not early Dvaitins, as claimed by Zydenbos (p.

250), that he is an incarnation of Vayu.

Madhvacarya’s teacher is Vedavyasa and Narayana® who

lived in Badari in Himalayas.

Aty faemg qufaam oegdd 4 f2 e geem |
Hisd FIATRCOTESC FE Ay o JEE |

7.35.44-47. Gita Press edition
3. THA O T SHEECT TRHE |
R 7 R Wt 9w |
(1.1.1.2. Anuvyakhyana),
AEatEg: gyl Feafe TR |
AR geat e R Seewg: 1|
3,2 ||
T Ja 9 FRRAEgiae T |
T TRRAEITRET IR T eRamewE: ||
3R.28% ||
7 A gfedy dga= ®wfT fes=ae
T TegveaHa (fed g3 Wl weq |
A TG T g faede A
TEAT Feq AMHAGHAT T Fi: w99 || 32.168

Mahabharatatparyanirnnaya (found at the end of many works of
Madhva)
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Neither was he uneasy in declaring himself as an
incarnation (which was the first in Indian philosophical arena,
nobody seen following), nor were his early followers in
declaring him so, as claimed by Zydenbos (p. 250). He could
also defend his divine nature amid his formidable rivals. Even
Trivikrama, one of the formidable ex-advaitin and Madhva’s
future disciple, praised Madhva’s divinity in his commentary
on Brahmasitrabhasya of Madhva. Thus Zydenbos’ claim that
dit seems not unlikely that in ascribing a divine nature to
Madhva the early Dvaitins evinced an uneasy awareness that
their creation of a new Vedantic tradition could be frowned
upon within the brahminical communitya (Zydenbos p. 250)
lacks evidences. One can refer to the opening verses of

Tattvapradipika commentary of Trivikramapandita.
AOT T Femtgaren Astsarn T
famom: oo gl fageeg it |
g AR FefoorTal THE qEH AT
Asfar SfFftaafa gwocs fh fem: wmhey)
TR JaHTYo M

& T A fry freRaeRamraRe: |

Tisd T 3%y foerdt gadl wanrE

STHIAST: FRAaA{MRATe Fard: 112411

FMSTARTTAE Tl Sfoscdearan PfenFad TeramE|

TR ST RTEAT dfd g4 3fd 79 3fd
HAT |1 31| (TP 1.1.1)
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Madhvacarya is basically a Vaisnava Acarya, with a sole
aim of propagating the Vaisnavism. His main thesis is the
Visnu. He is all about it. He is not very much particular about
other things like pramana and prama etc. All other things are
auxiliary (parikara) for him. Hence he to inherited many
theories from different schools. He had no necessity to adopt
some theories from an obscure Jain author who is not even
well known in Jaina philosophy too. All the things discussed
here are shown to be available in mainstream philosophies.

Hence Zydenbos’ claims stand baseless.
Madhvacarya’s Guru

Madhvacarya never needed a human teacher to teach
him. He did it all by himself right from his childhood. But he
was initiated into sannyaasa by Achyutaprajfiatirtha who was
in the lineage of Sanaka etc. But we do not know names of all
the names of teachers this lineage.* = However
Achyutaprajfiatirtha is not named anywhere by Madhvacarya,
since after initiating the Madhvacarya into sannyasa
Achyutaprajfiatirtha  himself became a disciple of
Madhvacarya. It is the Vedavyasa who taught and gave all the
texts to Madhvacarya. It is clearly stated by him in MBTN as
follows
4. And nobody has the full list of a lineage of any Acarya, be it
Sankarécérya, Réamanujacarya or anybody else, because the
lineage of Acaryas is so big and continuous for several
thousand years. Who was Sankarécérya’s Guru, who was his
guru, who was his guru? No. We do not know. It is cut down
in between. Whatever the list prepared by the people of last
centuries like Ramanandacarya’s or éankarécéryas is fictitious.

There are no evidences to know predecessors of Sankaracarya
etc.
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TR EEsE R WReEeHE |

T FAls § S A B T% WA |125e |
fafoian A o ag fuftuamie aeem=m |
RGN TR FN ATASAATHIARA: ||

28211
frefect 2 e g e |
ST yaehaed A A 9E@R st |

2811
SRR TSR 39T guagas JaHaeg Wiy |
Feasfaard gedcad =9 g Fe=diia ST ||

Il 263 Il (MBTN 32.160-163)

He is referring to Krsnadvaipayana by the word Krsna
(v.161) and Vyasa (v.163)

& ARAECT FA T GRS |
ool Teear e T o 1)
(Gitabhasya 1.1.)

Here in this opening verse of Gitabhasya he refers to

Vedavyasa.

In Nyayavivarana Madhvacarya pays tribute to Vyasa.

Fel WATTATASEAN FEEEe: |
TV GATARAG=AE A R 1R
TR ASgaAl A ATRIRHH
e T G ToHEegEE |13
Nyayavivarana (1.1.1)
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Hence it is not correct to claim that ““Visnu is his only
Guru. Nowhere in the works of Madhva did [ find a
corroboration for the opinion in Sumadhvavijaya’ that
Madhva acknowledges Vyasa as his teacher. In all places
where Visnu is praised as Guru, he does not appear in the
form of Vyasa” (Mesquita p.17). It is also not correct to claim
that ‘““Madhva’s teaching does not depend on a
guruparampara’’, because even all the Acaryas teaching does

not depend on guruparampara.

What was the guruparampara of Sankarécérya? What was
the guruparampara of Gaudapada? What was the
guruparampara of Govindabhagavatpada? We do not know it.
How the Prabhakara system of Purvamimamamsa began? It
began with Prabhakara himself. There is no need to be
connected with Guruparampara to establish something. If
Madhvacarya started something on his own it was his

speciality. It should not be an issue.

Madhvacarya’s lineage of Gurus
A GTHRITIY AEE e eatig |
qqys T g TeaTsaEgausme |1
It is the verse known and recited in tradition which names

most of the predecessors of Acarya.

It is said that Madhvacarya was initiated into sannyasa by
Sri Acyutapreksatirtha who belonged to Sanakadi Sampradaya.
Sanaka etc. were the Sons of Chaturmukha Brahma. Durvasa

came in this line after Sanaka etc. Later on we hear about Sri

5 'http://kaniyoormatha.org/about/guru-parampara/ accessed on 14.3.2021.
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Jiiananidhitirtha. But there is no proof that Sri
Jiiananidhitirtha was the immediate successor of Durvasa. It
may be true. It is quite possible there was lineage before Sri
Jiiananidhitirtha. But that was somehow forgotten. BNK Sarma
(p.75 HDSV) holds that lineage of around 400 years from
Prajnatirtha to Sri Acyutapreksatirtha is forgotten. However it
is very difficult to assume that Sri Acyutapreksatirtha’s
immediate predecessor is not known to the tradition. Hence
we may assume that Jfannidhitirtha’s predecessors are

forgotten somewhere.
We know the line from Sri Jiiananidhitirtha as follows-
Sri sanaka, Sri sanandana, Sri Sanatkumara, Sri sanatana
Sri Durvasa
Sri Jiiananidhitirtha
Sri Garudavahanatirtha
Sri Kaivalyatirtha
Sri Jianeshatirtha
Sri Paratirtha
Sri Satyaprajiiatirtha
Sri Prajfatirtha
Sri Acyutaprekshatirtha
Sri Madhvacarya.
We have full list of all the successors of every Matha.

Hence there should be no confusion about the lineage of

Madhvacarya.
Review of Jamison 1.141.1-2

Now let us examine how this same mantra is interpreted
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by, newest translator of the oldest text, Stephanie Jamison in

her book “The Rigveda Earliest religious poetry of India’’.

SfoscdT AggN TR @G T W Wed! Jdl T |
7MY =X WU AfRae &1 I 99 ||

Jamison:® Yes, indeed! It is just so the luster of the god,
lovely to see, has been installed for wonder, after he was born
of strength. When he zigzags up to it, our thought goes straight
to success. Flowing together, the streams of truth have led
(him).

Here Bharga is the subject. Bharga is translated as lustre

of the God. It is said to be lovely to see. That lustre is

installed for wonder (H{ﬂfﬁ an%f) after he was born of
strength (ﬂ%ﬁ qT'hT’r&[)

How this Bharga is born of strength if bharga is taken to
mean fire (lustre of God)? Not much of strength is need to
produce this mortal fire. How this fire (Agfi) is called God?
How is lovely to see? This mortal fire is not lovely. Nowhere
we can find “lovely fire”’. How he is installed for wonder?
What is that wonder?

“When he zigzags up to it”’ it the second part of mantra.

Like the last hymn, this one is full of puzzles, and also like the
last, it focuses especially on the birth and growth of the fire.
The hymn begins and ends with the installation of the ritual fire
(root dha: lab, 13ab), providing a faint ring structure; the
second mention of its installation, with the adverb prataram
“further 316 1.141 forward” suggests that it refers to the
installation of the new Ahavaniya fire to the east, a fire removed
from the old Aavaniya at the beginning of classical $rauta
rituals. Jamison: introduction to this sukta.
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Here who zigzags up to it? Is it a mountain way where one
can zigzag? What is meant by “‘it”’ here. What is the relation
between this zigzag and our thoughts going straight to
success? How the streams of truth lead fire? What is the
relation between streams of truth? This translation is totally

not understandable.

gef 9g; fugmteer smE e gafiemg 9.y |
TAITHET I Sel SUH SRR A ||

Rgveda 1.141.1-2.

Jamison Abounding in food, he lies in his own (place) as
the wondrous form of nourishment; his second (wondrous
form lies) here among the mothers, sevenfold kindly. His third
(wondrous form, that) of the bull to be milked, have the young

women begotten-him of tenfold forethought.

Here again Mantra is speaking of second and third forms
of that Bharga. It is said that Bharga like in his own place with

enough food.

But what is this food of fire? We don’t know it. This
Bharga is wondrous (vapus) form of nourishment. What
nourishment he is having from whom? Why nourishment?
What does the second form do with seven mothers? Who were

these mothers? How they are kindly?

Again Second half speaks about third form. It is more
baffling. Here Fire has been described as the bull to be
milked. But we can not milk a bull in reality. How it is
possible at all? What are his tenfold forethoughts? How at all
fire has any thought? How they young women will beget this
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fire? Even old women can do? What is the role of young

woman here? This is the work of male priests.

These questions arise in each and every line of

translation. This is totally insane translation.

Actually first mantra means the first avatara of Vayu, the
Hanuman. He is handsome lovely. He is put here by the Deva
Visnu for the three avataras. He is born of Sahas the
impregnable Visnu. He is the Mati, full of knowledge. He
wanders near Rama the Sita. He carries out Rama’s words

towards Sitadevi.

Second avatara is the Prksa, who destroys the prtana
(army). He is know eater of high food. He is Bhima. Third
avatara is Madhvacarya who stays always with seven sacred
scriptures like four Vedas, Ramayana, Mahabharata and
Pancaratra. He is know through the vedic words (yoshanah)
for the flow of knowledge. He is the Dasapramati. Dasa means
not only ten. But it means full. Full knowledged person is

meant by Dasapramati.

Other mantras too can be understood coherently without
trouble. Hence this can be concluded that this Balitha sukta
really means Prana that Vayu and his three incarnations of

Hanuman, Bhima and Madhva.
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An excerpt from the
Bhagavata Tatparya Nirnaya

The Bhagavata Tatparya Nirnaya is a unique and
important work of Acarya Madhwa. The Sumadhva Vijaya
states that the Bhagavata Tatparya Nirnaya is like a guide for
those who wish to tread the path of the Puranas, but are not
in a position to understand their true purport as they are not

equipped to interpret them.
Without the help of the Bhagavata Tatparya Nirnaya, an

average reader is bound to end up with misconceptions and
doubts. Acarya, with his unique style not only elucidates many
new epistemological and philosophical aspects, but also
clarifies many doubts, quotes from other Puranas to supply
missing links, states the correct meanings of many words and
phrases by referring to different lexicons and clears seemingly
contradictory situations. Whenever there is a possibility of
misunderstanding a word or a phrase, Acharya steps in and

reveals to us the heart of Lord Sri Vedavyasa.

One such example of Acarya’s contribution can be found

in the story of Ajamila in the sixth skanda of the Bhagavata.
The Story of Ajamila

In the city of Kanyakubja, there lived a pious brahmin
youth called Ajamila. One day, his father asked him to fetch
fruits, flowers and twigs for the sacrificial fire (samith) from
the forest. Going to the forest he saw a half clad sudra woman
with her lover and was attracted by her. The attraction was so

much that he abandoned his parents and his young wife and
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started living with this woman. He forgot his duties and gave
up all spiritual obligations. He spent all his money to keep
this woman happy. When his resources were exhausted, he
did not hesitate to get money by dishonest means. The
woman bore him many children and his last son was named
Narayana. Many years rolled by and now Ajamila was an old
man of eighty years and on his death bed. Soon, three
messengers of Yama came to take him to their master. Seeing
these dreadful men, Ajamila was filled with fear. Then he saw
his son Narayana playing at a distance and called out his
name. He was at once reminded of the glorious Lord Sriman
Narayana because of his previous samskara. Thinking of the
Lord, his heart was filled with deep remorse for all his past
misdeeds. The moment Ajamila chanted the Lord’s name, the
servants of Lord Visnu appeared there. They stopped the
messengers of Yama from tightening the noose around
Ajamila. The messengers of Yama who were thus prevented,
spoke to the servants of Lord Visnu, ‘Who are you? How dare
you stop Lord Yama’s orders? From where have you come?
You are so handsome; you are dressed in yellow silk and are
adorned with a crown. You wear a garland of lotuses around
your neck! This old man Ajamila has committed many crimes
and deserves to be punished in hell. Do not stop us from
taking him”’. The servants of Visnu replied, ‘We will not allow

you to take Ajamila, as he has remembered the Lord.

Whatever be his sins, wanting to call his son, he has
actually called our Lord and Master, with a heart filled with
great devotion and remorse for his past deeds. He has atoned

not only for the sins committed in this life but also for sins
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committed by him in millions of past lives. So, you have no
right to touch him’’. The messengers of Yama realising that

they could not get Ajamila in their custody, went back.

The Bhagavata then elaborates the conversation the
messengers of Yama had with Yama and then states that
Ajamila attained liberation due to his chanting of the Lord’s
name.

This story seemingly suggests that Ajamila attained
salvation merely by calling out his son pronouncing,
‘Narayana!” and immediately, the servants of Lord Visnu
appeared and took him to Vaikunta, the Lord’s abode. One
may also mistakenly conclude that one can commit any
number of sins and at the end, utter the Lord’s name just
once and attain liberation.

Sri Madhvacarya, in his Bhagavata Tatparya Nirnaya

quotes from the Narada Purana to clear this doubt and states

c T IR ST TEfYE R | MR
H WS WESEfd | ... STHGIY ST e
ARG 3 ARER

Merely Chanting the Name of the Lord can cleanse a

person of all sins only if uttered with bhakti - right knowledge
combined with dispassion. Chanting the name of the Lord by
a person who is not a devotee of the Lord or without the right
devotion will not fetch any result. It is not true that Ajamila
attained liberation by merely uttering the name of the Lord

just once, but due to intense devotion only.

Ajamila witnessed the entire conversation between the

178 fafs=n - VISHWA VIDYA




servants of Lord Visnu and the messengers of Lord Yama.
Great was his wonder at the efficacy of the Lord’s name. The
conversation between the servants of Lord Visnu and the
messengers of Lord Yama added to his dispassion. With a
heart and mind turned towards God and away from the
pleasures of the senses, he went to Haridwar and engaged
himself in deep meditation of the Lord. After several years of

performing intense penance he attained liberation.

The story of Ajamila tells us how forgetting the Lord for a
long time brings misery and how remembering the Lord even
for a moment, destroys vast amounts of misery and sorrow. If
we constantly have the Lord in our mind, we will never go
astray. Even if by chance we tread the path of adharma,
remembering the Lord will save us. Harinamasmarana is the

most efficient protective gear against all dangers.

Thus Acarya Madhva upholds the merit in the chanting of
the Lord’s name and at the same time emphasises that only
true devotion is the means to attain salvation and clears with
conviction and authority the doubt that a mere mechanical
chanting of the Lord’s name can cleanse a person of all sins

and result in liberation.
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